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17 November 1955 


Deer Admiral Byrd: 


tn & meeting held in my office on 9 November 1955. Captain 
L. O, Mathew*. U.£. Navy, your Chief of Ftaff. informed me of your 
inter eat in the National Intelligence Survey on Antarctica, and of your 
desire to be informed on the nature of thia Survey and it* fe aneral 

progress. 


Thia project stem* from a letter of 16 August 1955 addressed 
to me as Chairman, Nl£ Committee from Hear Admiral George Duf « k * 

USN (Ret), Chairman, OCB Antarctic f orking Croup m which he bl- 
eated a priority requiremeat of the OCB Working Group for the prepara- 
tion of an NIS on Antarctica aa a basis for policy declaims relating to 
negotiations bearing on the existing or potential right, of this Government 
in Antarctica, He further stated that such a Survey should encompass the 
history, geography, and economic value of Antarctica a. a guide ^ coming 
te some decision as to (a) the most valuable areas of the continent and (b) 
the legal positions of various countries vis-a-vis claims to parts of 
Antarctica. 


This matter eras laid before tbs NIS Commit!*® which hold 
meetings on 23 and 30 August 1955 to consider it. The Committee reached 
decision to accord priority to thle requirement to a degree necessary to 

comp! ate the NIS on Antarctica by early next year. 


The NIS elements which appear te the Committee to have bearing 
on this matter, and which will be produced under thia require meat, ars: 
a) Chapter IX (Military Geography, including weather and coastal hy dr ogre., y) 
to beproducsd by Navy; b) Chapter V (Political) and Chapter VI (Economic) 
to be produced hy State; c) Chapter IX <M*p and Chart Appraisal) to be pro- 
duced by CIA; and d) an NIS Gasetteer to be produced by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. There will also be prepared the necessary base maps 
adapted from new Hydrographic Office chart, now in preparation. 


25 YEAR 
RE-REVIEW 


D0CUMCN T 

K0 C : 
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November 1955 


It <te*M ba amphaaiaa* Oat tba apaciaUaa* capaMlttlaa si tha 
lataUtflaaaa agaaciaa al tha Oov«*msnt a n bates 

meat A this Earv.y. To tala and pf>*Kttsa ,aaponaiMlot.ea dtotet 
«. tbaaa afsact.a ... teat ,aallilad by taaaoa a f thalT tetaUt faca 

require^., capabilities an* *-*->* 

with established NK policy. In audit! on, agenc.e •• »> ‘ _ ‘ 

as slat tbe major contributor, to the extent «f *ay unuiaa or e*sc 

capabilities . 

It it tbe iatantiea of the NIS Committee to hare aU contributions 

to the NI5 on Antarctica complete'! by 1 February 1956. Tne port .acting 
agencies have indicated they will moot this deadline. -Uowu.i., ,-r 

final' review and printing. It is estimate! that the N1S on . .ntarc ica 
be published and Us geminated t» April 1956. 

In or -r that you nay be fully informed on this matter l am 
enclosing copies of correspondence srtth Admiral Dufnh. a list of 1- 

oattn* agencies. and a summary of weir intended coverage of the NIS on 
rlrcttte »« — kn.w If I can be at ftarttex ...vU. to you. 

Sincerely yours. 


K. A. KNOWLES 
Chairman, NIS COMMUTES 


Rear Admiral Richard Syrd. *J S y {Foil 
Officer In '“barge, U.C. Antarctic ograma 

dii Old Post Oilier- Building 

Washington 45, £>.C . 
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17 November 1955 


It should be emphasised that the specialised capabilltiee of the 
intelligence agencies of the Government are being utilised in the develop- 
ment of this Survey, To this end production responsibilities are allocated 
to those agencies which are beet qualified by reason of their intelligence 
requirements, production capabilities and dominant interest in accordance 
with established NIS policy. In addition, other agencies of the Government 
nesist the major contributors to the extent of any unique or specialised 
capabilities. 

It is the intention of the NIS Committee to have all contributions 
to the NIS on Antarctica completed by 1 February 1956. The participating 
agencies have indicated they will meet this deadline. Allowing time for 
final review and printing, it is estimated that the NIS on Antarctica will 
be published and disseminated in April 1956. 

In order that you may be fully informed on this matter I am 
enclosing copies of correspondence with Admiral Dufek, a list of partici- 
pating agencies, and a summary of their intended coverage of the NIS on 
Antarctica. Please let me know if I can be of further service to you. 

Sincerely yours, 


K. A. KNOWLES 
Chairman, NIS Committee 


Rear Admiral Richard £.. Byrd, USN (F.et) 
Officer in Charge, U.S. Antarctic Programs 
651 Old Post Office Building 
Washington 25, D . C . 
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Enclosures to 17 November 1955 letter fro ns Chairmen, NIS Committee 
to Officer in Charge, U.S. Antarctic Programs. 


Su mmary of intended coverage and List of 
C ontributors to NIS 69 * Antarctica 


Chapter II - KUlltary Geography 

Sect ion 2 0 - Introduction 

A strategic appreciation of the area as a 
whole ia relation to its surroundings with 
special consideration to aspects of location, 
size, shape and boundaries, dominant geo- 
graphic elements and the area's strategic 
potential. 

S ec tion 22 - Coasts and Landing Places 

A general description of the coastal 
area and landing places, including a compre- 
hensive treatment of nenr shore oceanography. 

Section 21 - Weather and Climate 


An overview of the significant aspects 
of general climate and oceanographic con- 
ditions as they affect the area's strategic 
potential. Also, a detailed coverage of 
marine climate and oceanography, including 
the effects of weather and climate on air 
and surface military operations. 

Section 24 - Topography 

A treatment of the topographical elements 
which are known to have a military signifi- 
cance such as landforms, relief and drainage 
pattern, water resources, soils, lithology, 
vegetation and other special physical features. 

^8hrtrf«teSf l c%S , .-*5S^ , g!S5^t c 3- 

military vehicles, equipment and personnel. 

A 


ONI Coordinator 

ONI with the assistance 
of the Hydrographic. Office. 


ONI with the assistance 
of the Hydrographic Office. 


Hydrographic Office 
and Naval Aerology. 


ONI with assistance of 
Hydrographic Office, 
Army Map Service and 
Military Geology Division 
of Department of Interior. 
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Chapter V - Political 


OIR, Stmt®, Coordinator 


A. General. BCR 

(Revival of interest in Antarctica re IGY 
and re political importance of the Antarctic 
continent in terms of various national interests 
and motivations: economic, strategic, prestige, 
etc.: major sectors, geographical description, 
etc.: succinct history of exploration, scientific 
investigation, claims; conflict of claims, with 
respect to general principles of international 
law, and of interest; attitudes re international 
cooperation; etc.) 

B. National interests sad activity in Antarctica. 

1. Nations having specific claims. 


a. 

Argentina 

DRA 

b. 

Chile 

DRA 

c. 

United Kingdom 

BCR 

d . 

New Zealand 

BCR 

e. 

Australia 

BCR 

f. 

France 

BCR 

g* 

Norway 

BCR 

h. 

Germany 

BCR 


2 . Interested nations not having specific claims. 


a. 

United States 

HD 

b. 

Soviet Union 

DRS 

c. 

Japan 

DRF 

d. 

Belgium 

BCR 

e. 

Sweden 

BCR 

f. 

South Africa , 

BCR 
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Cfaaator V - Political (coatimtO'J) 

-w- «*>■ • 1-4 — 


C . Aflilftki! • am n-ary «f poottloao al latarootod 
countries (laciudiai, ckaroetcr a# claims, 

tftbl* savwtaj* clai*o aa4 basl* fair < iaun« a* 
w*ll a* coafUct* •), eamjMtratlr* * valuation si 
•i|RifluMC( oJ aroa# clalcr «d t»> ika various 
touatrias, analysis ;*f offset# «< natl*<iaj iatoroots 
aad claims not la dlrart conflict attitadss to ware 
fractal* cl bat®»»atl'«tali*aM m »»ffrct »( 1C Y *m 
claims or national positions . 


Yramoa'orfc for ea-eli eowwry-contrtbotioo, to bo »UW in 
*• far as material pormitos 

( 1 1 G moral 

sod delimitation of principal and miner 
aroas oC as-i activity, identiftod by aaater-- 

aiaa* otatamaat ro coatinostal iatoroots, (Optiaasl-* 
fecr#, jf t« a separate taction* (2) I aotltsttsM** 
arbor « rolovaot, difforoatiato accerdinj to sector and 
sjkclode reference* to goograjsfeic features# eojpec tally 
ro oioaotn Is interests: 


Political interests mi a strategic ester# 


* General (Impcrtaace of Antarctica oUt roo^oct 
to eubjaci couatry*# atbsr ororW-aida interests-* 
t. g. , 4* tbor* interest* *v||«a tbs desirability 

tft +-m Wi ia f certain countries tram Antarctic* 
tt » U j >\s ' I 

- c nirol of sea lane* (tnc|ndit»a Grabs Passage* 

* F raulrnity (to ctbr posseseitm* of «» to claimant 

r O JMtr Jf Itttlf) 

- Training and monarch ro Arctic warfare 

- Air, sub marina, naval a»4 land tern 

* Strategic raooavcoo 
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C haptor V - Political (conttnuod) 


Political prtaiwro -- domestic sad /or foreign (atUwollMQi 
including Impact on domattlc politic*; attitude* of military 
mad other loaders and people; international rivalry, etc.) 


Economic. 

- Whaling and fishing 

• Minerals 

. Commercial air and sea travel and freighting 

- Economic importance of scientific research 

Statement of ecopo of claims, if any, unofficial or official, 

JLaad of the form which these claims have taken, and any whangs a 
In the scope of said claims; if no claims havo boon mads, why 
not (position regarding the making of claims); have claims been 
rs served ? national position* — official and unofficial and, r# 
Utter, those of publicists, etc. — re comparative merits of 
various criteria of international Uw relating to territorUl cUlms 
to Antarctica: include national positions re right of succession 
and the concepts of continuity end contiguity; end. In case of 
Australia and Norway: what claim* have been relinquished why' 1 
where ’ besis for previous cUims. 


(2) Historic end current activity (specify whether official or unofficial 

and, where relevant, differentiate according to sector) 
or 

(3) (a) Discovery 

(b) Exploration 

(c) Occupation and Administration 


(3) Conflicts with other nations 

OX 

(4) History of conflicts and of sfforts to resolve conflicts, 
attitudes rs reaching a settlement and re various alternatives; 
attitudes re international cooperation: attitude* regarding 
cooperation with other countries, history of cooperation with 
other*, to what extent have this nation* a claims been recognised 
by other states ? (which - why ? reciprocal or gratuitous ? etc.); 


f- 
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Chapte r V - Politic al (continued) 


attitude* re iGY -- regarded ae a means d advancing national 
claim* or a* an international endeavor, leading perhap* to 
further international cooperation ? Attitudes with respect te 
internationalization of Antarctica, re specific proposals 
(both by own nationals and by those ot other countries) — 
e. g. , by UN, by international conference to parcel out*' 
territories, etc.; attitude# re exclusion of any country or 
countrios, primarily the Soviet Union, from any such 
settlements; etc. 

(4) Plans for future activity (relate to further strengthening of 

claims re IGY and pre -IGY plans) 
or 

(5) 


The following portion of the text will ho prepared 
by the Division responsible for the subject country, 
but Is intended for use in subsection C. Analytical 
Summary of Positions of Interested Countries. 

Effects of other national interests and claims not in direct conflict 
with those of subject country. 

- Impact of U.S. positions on country's claims or interests 

• Impact of othor countries' interests and claims on subject country 

- Impact of (subject) country's position on U.S. interests 

- Impact of country's position on other countries' interests 

and claims. 


5 . 
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Chapter VI - Economic 


A . General 

General survey ai economic activity 
and potential in Antarctica . 


B. '/.'baling and Fisheries 

1. Whaling. 

Operations and importance of 
activity of nations engaging in whaling 
in Antarctic waters. 

2, Fisheries. 

Operations and magnitude of fishing 
activity in the Antarctic. Economic 
potential of fisheries and sealing. 

C. Mineral Resources. 

1. Known mineral deposits. 

a. Coal 

b. Copper 

c. Other minerals 

2. Mineral potential. Bureau of Mines 

(To be treated by Departmmt of Interior 

geographical regions) 

D. Miscellaneous economic potentialities. GKW 


Bureau of Mines 
Department of latorior 


QXR, Stato, Coordinator 

np u- 

As si sti ng A gencie s: 

Fish a ad Wildlife Service 
Department of Interior 
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OR St CIA, Conrdinatnr 


Assisting Agencies: 

A rmy Map Service 
Myirographtc Office 
Air- Weather Service 
Aeronautical Chart sad 
Information Center 

i. Aerial pewdography 

jg, Major 4ctuiaaci«a in nohpptog *a4 charting 

1 , Hnhltahad trap* and chart* 

2. Maytag and charting Jala 

C* Programs ends* way or projected 


Chapter lx - Map and Chart Agyrslt al 
Section t«. General 

A, Onvaiopmeni and extant el mapping, 
charting, and related actUUiee 
1. Mapping and charting 
2* Surveys 


Section |l* Selected Maps, Chart*, and Plana 
A. Geaeral 

ft. Maps of dieceeery and exploration 

C. Physical map*. navigation charts 

1 . General 

2. Topographic «rap# 

3. f>j>ecfalla#d physical maps 

4 . Air charts 

5. Jailing, general, and coart rharte 

g. nearshore oceanographic charts 
7. Climatic imps 

D. Political and economic map* 

1 , General 

2 , Political t«a$i» 

7. Economic map# 


Section yZ. Inaeaes of Mapping tlata and 

Selected Map and Chart Coverage 


7 • 
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U. ott G#ogr*|>hlc N* C»or4iatlw 


Co 4, C3 ' 

**ogjr»s4a.ic iackutiag biotorUal 

a»tae*m*rto* tad caaa»t>U UlUat ^ 
Antarctic •ayl oyaite n*. 


s- 
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